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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

32. (Currently Amended) A method for routing a digital data call received on a 
subscrit?er line to a destination n wher e tho d i gital data call i o roooivod on a cubGcribor l i no 
oonnoctod to a tomqinQtion unit oomnaunloQtlng with extennal to a switch in a central office, the 
method comprising: 

acquiring the digital data call at th e toimination unit on the subscriber line at at least one 
of a diaital line unit, a remote line termination unit, a remote data terminal, a subscriber line 
jnterface circuit or a digital subscriber line module: 

tenninatina the diaital data call on the subscriber line at the aoauirinQ digital line unit 
remote line termination unit, remote data terminal, subscriber line interface circuit, or diaital 
^ubsqribQr jiri^ Pffc^Mlffi and 

routing the digital data call to the destination on a channel external to the switch and 
bypassing the switch . 

33-36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 32 further 
comprising; 

assigning a logical identifier to the digital data call; and 
associating the call with the subscriber line. 

38. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for routing a digital data call received on a 
subscriber line to a destination -^ wh e r e- th e digital data ca l l is rocoivod on a ouboorlbor lino 
oonnoQtod to a tormlnatlon unlt - oommun l oat l ng w i th external to a switch in a central office, the 
app^rat"? comprising: 

a line termination unit connected to the subscriber line, where the line termination unit 
comprises_at_least one of a digital line unit, a remote line termination unit, a remote data 
terminal, a subscriber line interface circuit, or a diaital subscriber line module, the line 
temnination unit further comprising means for acquiring and terminating the digital data call on 
the subscriber line: and 

a channel for routing the digital data call from the termination unit to ttie destination, 
where the channel is external to tiie switch and bypasses the switch . 

39. (Previously presented) An apparatus as set forth in claim 38 further 
comprising: 

means for assigning a logical identifier to the digital data call; and 
means for associating the call with the subscriber line. 

40. (Cancelled) 
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41 . (New) A method for routing a digital data call received on a subscriber 
line to a destination external to a switch in a central office, the method comprising: 

acquiring the digital data call on the subscriber line at a location remote from the central 
office at at least one of a remote line termination unit, a remote data temiinal, a subscriber line 
interface circuit, or a digital subscriber line module; 

terminating the digital data call on the subscriber line at the Icx^ation remote from the 
central office at the acquiring remote line termination unit* remote data tenmlnal, subscriber line 
interface circuit, or digital subscriber line module, the step of terminating comprising converting 
the digital data call to a digital data stream; and 

routing the digital data call to the destination on a channel external to the switch and 
bypassing the switch. 

42. (New) A method as set forth in claim 32 where: 

the step of acquiring the digital data call on the subscriber line comprises the acquiring 
the call at a bcation remote from the central office; and 

the step of terminating the digital data call on the subscriber line comprises temilnating 
the call at the location remote from the central office. 

43. (New) A method as set forth In claim 42 where the step of terminating the 
digital data call on the subscriber line comprises converting the digital data call to a digital data 
stream. 

44. (New) A method as set forth in claim 32 where the step of terminating the 
digital data call on the subscriber line comprises converting the digital data call to a digital data 
stream. 

45. (New) An apparatus as set forth in claim 38 where the means for means 
for acquiring and terminating the digital data call on the subscriber line comprises means for 
acquiring and terminating the call at a location remote from the central office. 

46. (New) An apparatus as set forth in daim 44 where the step of temiinating 
the digital data call on the subscriber tine comprises converting the digital data call to a digital 
data stream. 

47. (New) An apparatus as set forth in claim 38 where the step of terminating 
the digital data call on the subscriber line comprises converting the digital data call to a digital 
data stream. 
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